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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 29th May 2012, there were present: 

Councillor

Mrs  S Merrikin  (Mayor)




Mr    D Atherley (Deputy Mayor)



Mr    I Baird




Mr    C Elsmore




Mrs  E Elsmore




Mr    P Kay




Mrs  J Morgan




Miss C Morgan




Mr    N Penny




Mr    G Prosser
Also present:

PCSO Jenny Mansfield

PUBLIC FORUM

As no members of the public were present, the Forum closed at 7.01pm.

23.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors Roger Drury, Jeff Reynolds, District Councillors Frank Baynham and Paul McMahon and County Councillor Terry Hale.  The Council accepted the apologies given. Cllr Allaway-Martin did not attend.
24.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

25.
TO ELECT THE MAYOR OF COLEFORD

It was proposed that Cllr Merrikin be elected as Mayor of Coleford for the coming year.

Proposed:  Cllr Atherley


Seconded:  Cllr Baird

On being put to the vote, the proposal was agreed unanimously. 

26.
SIGNING DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE
Cllr Merrikin was duly elected as Mayor and signed the Declaration of Acceptance.  She thanked fellow Councillors for their support over the previous year and looked forward to dealing with the fresh challenges which lay ahead.

27.
TO ELECT THE DEPUTY MAYOR OF COLEFORD

It was proposed that Cllr Kay be elected as Deputy Mayor of Coleford for the coming year.

Proposed:
Cllr C Elsmore

Seconded:
Cllr Penny
On being put to the vote the proposal was agreed unanimously and Cllr Kay was duly elected as Deputy Mayor of Coleford.

The Mayor made a presentation to the outgoing Deputy Mayor, Cllr Atherley, and thanked him for his hard work and loyal support during his term and previous terms in office.

28.
TO ELECT REPRESENTATIVES TO THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEES

Finance and Office Committee

Cllrs Atherley, C Elsmore, Kay, Merrikin, J Morgan and Penny
Planning Committee

Cllrs Atherley, C Elsmore, E Elsmore, Penny, Prosser, and Reynolds
Highways Committee

Cllrs Atherley, Baird, C Elsmore, Kay, Prosser and Reynolds
Amenities Committee

Cllrs Baird, Drury, Merrikin, C Morgan, J Morgan and Penny

Burials Committee
Cllrs C Elsmore, Kay, C Morgan, Prosser and Reynolds

Public Safety Committee
Cllrs Atherley, Baird, C Elsmore, E Elsmore, Kay and Merrikin

REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER COMMITTEES

Forest Health Forum 




Cllr E Elsmore
FODDC Planning Development Control

Cllr D Atherley
1 vacancy
Forest of Dean Community Safety Partnership
Cllr Kay
Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum


Cllr C Elsmore
Gloucestershire Rural Transport Partnership
Cllr C Elsmore
Christmas Lights Committee



Any from the Amenities Committee
The Halls Charity





Cllrs C Elsmore, C Morgan, 
J Morgan and Merrikin
FOD Citizens Advice Bureau 



Cllr E Elsmore

Forestry Commission Advisory Committee

Cllr Atherley
Stowfield Quarry Liaison Committee


Cllr C Elsmore
Coleford Area MCTI Partnership


Cllrs Baird and Drury
Bells Foundation





Any 2 from Cllrs C Elsmore
C Morgan, J Morgan and N Penny
Coleford Area Partnership Forum


Cllr Baird
Wye Valley AONB





Cllr Atherley

29.
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 24th APRIL 2012

It was proposed that the minutes be approved and signed by the Mayor.


Proposed:  Cllr P Kay

Seconded:  Cllr N Penny

The proposal was accepted unanimously.

30.
MATTERS ARISING

Item 4:  The Clerk reported that she had received a reply from the Police following the request for information made under the Freedom of Information Act.  A full response had been promised by 27th June.

Item 9:  The Clerk said she had not yet arranged a meeting with applicants for the post of Police Commissioner as so far only two applications had been made.  It was agreed to wait a further month to see if further applications are made.

Cllr Penny declared a prejudicial interest.

Cllr Penny said arrangements were in hand for the Big Elevenses party on 2nd June.  He said he had arranged live music for the event and declared a personal interest.  The cost would be £175.  The Clerk said the total cost of the event was within the Council’s agreed budget.

31.
POLICE REPORT

PCSO Mansfield said that it had been a quiet month in Coleford with very little to report.

Cllr C Elsmore asked if a report of the recent combined agencies investigation at Sunnybank would be available.  PCSO Mansfield said that Sgt. Simmons would be producing a report soon.

Cllr Atherley said there had been a recent spate of broken glass bottles scattered around the town.  PCSO Mansfield took note and said she would investigate.

The Clerk said there was a need to discuss the Police use of CCTV as some recent investigations had imposed a heavy workload on Council staff.  It was agreed to invite Stg. Simmons to a meeting with the Council.  The Clerk will contact him with a choice of dates.

The Mayor said that a new group of young drivers were causing late night disturbances in and around the town car parks.  PCSO Mansfield agreed to have the problem investigated.

32.
TO AGREE PAYMENTS

Members noted the payments made during May 2012 and it was proposed that they be approved.

Proposed:  Cllr N Penny

Seconded:  Cllr P Kay

The proposal was accepted unanimously.

33.
TO AGREE PETTY CASH PAYMENTS

Members noted the petty cash payments made during May 2012 and it was proposed that they be approved.

Proposed:  Cllr D Atherley


Seconded:  Cllr P Kay

The proposal was accepted unanimously.

34.
TO NOTE THE MONTHLY BUDGET FIGURES
Members noted the monthly budget figures for May 2012 and it was proposed that they be accepted.

Proposed:  Cllr P Kay

Seconded:  Cllr C Elsmore

The proposal was accepted unanimously.

35.
REVIEW AND ADOPTION OF STANDING ORDERS

It was proposed that the Council adopts the Standing Orders for the coming year.

Proposed:  Cllr P Kay

Seconded:  Cllr N Penny

The proposal was accepted unanimously.

36.
ANNUAL RISK ASSESSMENT

It was agreed to refer this item to the next meeting of the Public Safety Committee.

37.
REVIEW OF COMMITTEE STRUCTURE

The Clerk reported that a number of suggestions had been made relating to the restructuring of Committees.  It was agreed that the Clerk should draw up a list of proposals for discussion at the next Amenities Committee meeting.

38.
FESTIVAL OF WORDS

It was agreed that the Clock Tower could be used during the forthcoming festival of Words event.

 39.
VISIT OF EARL AND COUNTESS OF WESSEX TO GLOUCESTER

Members noted the letter from Dame Janet Trotter inviting nominations to meet the Earl and Countess of Wessex on 22nd June.  After discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should contact Mrs Dora Matthews and Mr Phil Levins and if they agree, pass their names on.

40.
LEISURE FACILITIES AT GLOSCOL FIVE ACRES CAMPUS

Members discussed the current uncertainties concerning GLOSCOL and the threat to the leisure facilities at the Five Acres Campus.  It was agreed to write to the Principle at the college and request information about student numbers and courses offered in recent years and to ask if the college has been running at a profit or loss.

It was proposed to set up a multi-parish action group comprising those parishes nearby the Campus.

Proposed:  Cllr I Baird

Seconded:  Cllr N Penny

The proposal was accepted unanimously.  The Clerk will write to neighbouring parishes.

41.
COALWAY AND KING GEORGE V RECREATION GROUNDS

Members noted the email from Mr K Ball and agreed to refer the matter to the Amenities Committee.
42.
TO AGREE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FINANCE AND OFFICE COMMITTEE

Members noted the report of the Finance and Office Committee meeting held on 22nd May.  After discussion, Members agreed to refer the recommendations made in paras 3 and 4 back to the Finance and Office Committee for further consideration.

It was proposed that all other recommendations be accepted

Proposed:  Cllr P Kay

Seconded:  Cllr J Morgan

The proposal was accepted unanimously.

43.
TO AGREE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE BURIAL COMMITTEE

Members noted the report of the Burial Committee meeting held on 22nd May.  It was proposed that the recommendations be accepted.

Proposed:  Cllr N Penny

Seconded:  Cllr D Atherley

The proposal was accepted unanimously.  It was also agreed to look at improvements to the arch at the entrance to the Natural Burial Ground.

44.
TO AGREE NOTES OF THE REPORT OF THE HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE

Members noted the report of the Highways Committee meeting held on 16th May.

45.
TO NOTE THE DECISIONS OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE

Members noted the decisions taken by the Planning Committee at the meetings held on 24th April and 8th May.

45.
TO NOTE MEMBERS’ REPORTS

The Mayor said she attended the following events during May:

6th May:
Risk assessment of the Forest Lamp Route through the Forest.

10th May:
Meeting with Forest Mayors to discuss Miners Lamp event.

12th May:
Attended Time and Place concert at Forest Theatre.

17th May:
Planning meeting for Forest Lamp event.

17th May:
FANS meeting at Berry Hill Rugby Club.

20th May:
Opened Coalway Festival (raised £1,200).

22nd May:
Office and Finance Committee meeting.

23rd May:
Greg Smith meeting with West Dean Parish Council.

25th May:
Hopewell Colliery, lighting of Forest Lamp.

26th May:
Forest Lamp comes to Coleford event.

26th May:
Visited Scouts camp at The Scowles.

27th May: 
Handover of Forest Lamp to Mayor of Lydney.

The Mayor asked for letters of thanks to be sent to Lybrook Band, Dave Harvey and Megan Jephcote for their involvement in the Forest Lamp event in Coleford.

At 8.55pm it was proposed to extend the Council meeting by 15 minutes beyond 9.00pm

Proposed:
P Kay


Seconded:
C Elsmore 

Cllr Kay said he had carried out a review of contracts at the Council Office and on 26th May had attended the Forest Lamp event in Coleford.

Cllr Baird said he had attended a meeting on 8th May at Berry Hill Parish Council to discuss the future of the College.  On 11th may he had attended a Friends of the Wilderness centre meeting.  On 23rd May he had attended the West Dean Parish Council AGM meeting.

Cllr C Elsmore said he had attended a Youth Forum presentation at the Main Place which was also attended by Stroud and District Council Youth Council members.  On 28th May he attended a Coleford Area Partnership meeting.

Cllr E Elsmore said she had attended a Health Forum meeting with a presentation given by a Red Cross trainer.

Cllr Penny said he had attended the Cinderford Music Festival on 12th May, the Coalway Festival on 20th May and the Scouts camp at The Scowles on 26 May.

Cllr Atherley said he had attended the following events:

8th May:
Town Council Planning meeting.

10th May:
Lydney Town Council neighbourhood Planning meeting.

10th May:
PCC meeting at Broadwell.

21st May:
Inauguration of new Mayor of Ross-on-Wye.

22nd May:
Office and Finance meeting.

27th May:
Church meeting at Christchurch.

28th May:
Pastoral Group Meeting.

Cllr Prosser said he had attended the following events:

16th May:
Highways Committee meeting.

20th May:
Coalway Festival.

23rd May:
West Dean Parish Council AGM.

26th May:
Forest Lamp event in Coleford.

47.
REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Cllr C Elsmore said that he has now been appointed as Transport Champion for the District Council.

48.
CORRESPONDENCE

Members noted the items of correspondence received during May 2012. 

The meeting closed at 9.10pm.
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